Matthew Sheahan :
considers consequences
of fatal capsize

Slow down. you're
going too fast
- Editor comments

Tribute to British
Olympic star

Body armour
and breathing kit .
- the new-look
America's Cup

Islands of southern Brittany
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AMERICA'S CUP

IN CRISIS T

Everyone knew another capsize was on the cards, yet no one could have predicted the force Ry
of the shockwave that passed through the America's Cup when it actually happened. The
Artemis tragedy in May left a crewmember dead, a campaign in tattersand a Cup
community reeling in shock. Matthew Sheahan assesses the reaction
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g G‘ With their boedy armour,

- helmets and personal
oxygen bottles, modern
America’s Cup crew aboard

the AC72s are as radically

- - - different from standard
I e | I S race crew as the boats are
from 12-metres. Matthew
Sheahan spoke to seasoned

campaigners before the
accident in San Francisco
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d'Yeu, Biscay's islands madea §

~welcome change from the
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popular Brittany hauptsfor, o
“Peter Cumberlidge ona é’mlse -

any yachts head for the French Biscay
cossl cach summer, especially Bavourite
Brittasy hausts hetwoe s Bénodet and the
Mochahan. Somse of the islinds are popu
lar poets of call, yet notall visifoes realise
there are actually 14 indubited iskinds off
the wost coust of France, rom wild and
rocky Ushant dows sandy lie
d'Oléromin the sunny Charente,
Last seasen we were hooked on
these slands each with s ownspecial
character, seascapes snd history. Their sixes dilfer widely Belle
De s nine miles long with 5000 inhabitants, 4 dvanky natural
breakwater for Quiberom Bay. I the Glénan ardudpelago, tiny St
Nicolas is Barely 700m tip to tp, its handful of residents reduced
10 acouple of wierdens in winter,

We started ot island frail it the Raxde Scin, that tather ceric
gateway isto Biscay, Stormsalong ceached the Rax ot slack water
on A warns still day, when memorics of claotic breaking seas
scemoed meredible. Even in such sdyllic comditions, you tend to
focus on slipping threugh this gap before the mopd changes,
huerdly ghaning ot the Jow sBver of Land and tall gt house theec
miles ofShore. But thisisexactly the tin » ofl s le and visit
De @e Sein, when the tides are ot rest and it's casy 1«
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Space versus pace

Arcomier, lighter design takes Bénéteau’s traditional cruiser
range a step closer to their radical Sense brand. Toby Hodges went
to Palma to find out if Oceanuis is still the boat for the serious sailor

Serrue rarge theee years ago, French

bu dcders B twaw e marketed thar
sther cruvng brand, Oceana, as more of
atracitional sasior s boat

S nze they lacnched the radicaty ditlerent

Thas has chreoaly worked well s Oceana
zoninoe 1o be the Sreadwnrer ior the company,
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sccountng for 6530 per cert of sales. Sense, with
whnch cunda rmers hurve 2o/ hale rel abionshg
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However, when teating the Oceana 41 45 and
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Photesby Lester McCarthy

mange. Now 23 | apprasched the new Oceanss 55
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