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THE BLACK PEARL
COUNTRY: USA  SKIPPER: Paul Cayard  
NAVIGATOR: Jules Salter  DESIGNER: 
Bruce Farr  BUILDER: Green Marine  
LAUNCH DATE: September 2005.
In August the worst-kept secret in 
sailing was revealed as 1997/98 
Whitbread winner Paul Cayard was 
announced as skipper. The team 
benefited from the fact that they  
had the second Bruce Farr VO70 design 
to be built by Green Marine (Neal 
McDonald’s Ericsson being the first), 
and Cayard and his crew will be  
hoping they have stepped up the 
teething problem curve thanks to the 

early experiences with Ericsson.
Cayard’s crew boasts 20 America’s Cup 
campaigns, 6 Olympic campaigns and 
12 Whitbread/Volvo campaigns among 
them. Some, like Dirk de Ridder, have 
left the America’s Cup. Others, Rodney 
Ardern and Curtis Blewett, are on leave 
from Alinghi. Briton Jules Salter is 
navigator, formerly of GBR Challenge  
and a quiet but respected technician. 

VOLVO TEAMS
ABN AMRO ONE
COUNTRY: Netherlands  SKIPPER: Mike 
Sanderson  NAVIGATOR: Stan Honey  
DESIGNER: Juan Kouyoumdjian  
BUILDER: Killian Bushe  LAUNCH DATE: 
August 2005.
Mike ‘Moose’ Sanderson, came from 
the mainsheet of Oracle BMW in the 
2003 America’s Cup via a season 
sailing the Open 60 Pindar where he 
finished 2nd in the 2004 Transat. But 
he cut his teeth at the Grant Dalton 
school of sailing on Merit Cup and NZ 
Endeavour. His crew selection reflects 
that background with both his watch 
leaders – Brad Jackson and Mark 

Christensen – being Kiwis who have 
won the race twice. Unfortunately for 
the team, some of the value of 
launching the first boat early was lost 
when it needed a mid-year refit to 
modify daggerboard and steering 
systems, but it is still one of the most 
rigorously tested machines in the race. 
The ‘A’ team have now chosen to take 
the newest boat.

VOLVO OCEAN RACE

Leg 1   Distance 6,400 nm
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that have been causing problems. Boosting 
the performance of these global sprinters 
moves the game onto another  
level for designers, builders and crew as all 
must learn to anticipate and cope with new 
loads, an order of magnitude higher. Keeping 
the boats in one piece will be crucial to 
success in this event.

In-port racing
Aside from the boats, there have been many 
more changes to the event this time around. 
For starters, the race kicks off in Vigo in Spain 
with the first of seven in-port racing events 
to warm up the sailors, press and public 
before the start of the first leg to Cape Town 
on 12 November. The in-port racing consists 
of a single day’s event in each of the seven 
nominated ports but will count for 20 per 
cent of the overall points, dismissing any 
suggestion that this is simply a PR exercise. 

The course has changed in a fairly major 
way. The Australian stopover is Melbourne, 
after which the fleet head to Wellington, New 
Zealand. After a stop in Rio de Janeiro and 
Baltimore, the next new stop is New York, 
which aims to provide the teams with a 
chance to have a crack at the Blue Riband 
Trophy on a leg that runs transatlantic to the 
Lizard in south-west UK, before finishing in 
Portsmouth, the original home of the race. 

From here a blast westabout round the UK 
takes the fleet to Rotterdam before the final 
leg to Gothenburg.

Also new is the idea of two pit stops at 
Wellington and New York of around 48 hours, 
just enough time to allow the fleet to 
regroup and restart together. 

This time around the boats will have to 
pass through and be scored at five mid-ocean 
gates. The first is at the Archipelago of 
Fernando de Noronha on Leg 1 to Cape Town. 
Leg 2 features two gates, one at the Kerguelen 
Islands and the other at the Eclipse Islands, 
just off the south-western corner of 
Australia.

After this, Cape Horn is the next gate 
before passing through Fernando de 
Noronha once again, leaving the last gate off 
Lizard Point after the transatlantic dash.

Overall the event will use a high-scoring 
system, with 7 points for a win. Each gate will 
score an additional half point, as will the in-
port racing, both of which will count towards 
the overall score.

A total of 31,250 nautical miles, as the crow 
flies, with a fleet of the world’s most powerful 
offshore racers, crewed by an impressive line 
up of consummate professionals, the 2005/6 
Volvo event promises plenty of action over 
the next eight months.

ERICSSON
COUNTRY: Sweden  SKIPPER: Neal 
McDonald  NAVIGATOR: Steve Hayles  
DESIGNER: Bruce Farr  BUILDER: Green 
Marine  LAUNCH DATE: July 2005.
Neal McDonald was named skipper of 
Ericsson over the summer and Briton 
Steve Hayles, navigator of Tyco in the 
last race and formerly Silk Cut, joined 
the team fresh from the BMW Oracle 
Racing America’s Cup programme.
Ericsson was the first of two boats out 
of the Green Marine yard and the crew 
– which included boatbuilding project 
manager Jason Carrington – set to 
work ironing out teething problems. 

McDonald made key crew signings 
over the summer including helmsman 
Tim Powell (Tyco, Silk Cut), Richard 
Mason (ASSA Abloy) and Guillermo 
Altadill (ASSA Abloy, Club Med). But the 
coup came when John Kostecki, 
skipper of the 2001/02 Volvo Ocean 
Race-winning boat Illbruck, joined the 
team as inshore tactician; Kostecki had 
been expected to line up with Cayard.

ABN AMRO TWO
COUNTRY: Netherlands  SKIPPER: 
Sebastian Joss  NAVIGATOR: Simon 
Fishe  DESIGNER: Juan Kouyoumdjian  
BUILDER: Killian Bushe  LAUNCH DATE: 
January 2005.
Sebastian Josse signed as skipper while 
he was still racing in the 2004/05 
Vendée Globe where he finished 5th. 
Josse, 30, is the oldest member of the 
‘youth team’ that boasts seven 
nationalities. While the second boat 
was being finished, they raced a VO60 
in the Route de l’Equateur which they 
won. The crew of ABN TWO are sailing 
the first boat to be developed, which 

has undergone rigorous testing, but 
there is no doubt that the team is a 
cosmopolitan support act to the 
‘principal driver’, the ABN ONE team. 

However, skipper Sebastian Josse 
has many years of experience in  
Open-style boats that will help him 
finesse the use of the swing keel and 
forward daggerboard configuration  
of the VO70.

‘Boosting the performance of these 
global sprinters moves the game onto 
another level. Keeping the boats in 
one piece will be crucial to success’SANXENXO  In-port race   05 Nov 05

VIGO  Leg 1 START  12 Nov 05

CAPE TOWN
Leg 1 FINISH  04 Dec 05
In-port race  26 Dec 05
Leg 2 START  02 Jan 06

Leg 2  Distance 6,100 nm

MELBOURNE
Leg 2 FINISH  19 Jan 06
In-port race  04 Feb 06
Leg 3 START  12 Feb 06

WELLINGTON (Pitstop)
Leg 3 FINISH   17 Feb 06
Leg 4 START   19 Feb 06

RIO DE JANEIRO
Leg 4 FINISH  13 Mar 06
In-port race  25 Mar 06
Leg 5 START  02 Apr 06

BALTIMORE/ANNAPOLIS
Leg 5 FINISH  20 Apr 06
In-port race  29 Apr 06
Leg 6 START  07 May 06

NEW YORK (Pitstop)
Leg 6 FINISH  09 May 06
Leg 7 START  11 May 06

PORTSMOUTH
Leg 7 FINISH  23 May 06
In-port race  29 May 06
Leg 8 START  02 Jun 06

ROTTERDAM 
Leg 8 FINISH  08 Jun 06  In-port race  11 Jun 06
Leg 9 START  15 Jun 06  Leg 9  Distance 500 nm

GOTHENBURG
Leg 9 FINISH  17 Jun 06

Leg 4  Distance 6,700 nm

Leg 3  Distance 1,450 nm

Leg 5  Distance 5,000 nm

Leg 6  Distance 400 nm

Leg 7  Distance 3,200 nm

Leg 8  Distance 1,500 nm
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